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“If you love me, keep my commands.”  
(John 14:15)
We already know that God loves 
humanity. This post is not about 
debating it. But here is a question: 'how 
is your love for God?'
 'Love is a two-way street'. Believers 
and unbelievers like to say that but in 
many cases, the 'two way-street' 
thinking is not always applied with 
their relationship with God.
 In the Kingdom of God, our love for 
God is not measured by the romantic 
stuff we say to Him. 
As a matter of facts, before Jesus died, 
Peter promised that he would never 
betray Jesus (Ref. Matthew 26:31-36) 
but later he (Peter) betrayed Jesus 
swiftly.
In Matthew 7:21, Jesus gives a glimpse 
into Judgement Day where he said: 'Not 
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.'
It's easy to say romantic things to God 
with our mouth. However, in the 
Kingdom of God, Jesus said: 'if we love 
Him, we will obey Him' (ref. John 
14:15).
This means that in the Kingdom of 

God, your love for God is 
measured  by the obedience you 
display towards Him.
When God wanted to save 
humanity, He did not send a love 
song or poetic blurbs to humanity. 
On the contrary, He gave His son. 
The sacrifice He made was an 
action.
In the spiritual realms, love is 
measured by actions. Please note 
that I am not excluding the 
importance of words in worship, 
prayers and praise and prayers. I 
strongly believe that we should 
keep expressing them. Added to 
those words, your obedience to 
God must serve as the proof of 
your love to Him.
Why am I radical on this?
On Judgement Day, many people 
will be excluded from entering 
the Kingdom of Heaven for 
simply not doing the will of God. 
It matters that I, as a Bible 
teacher, place emphasis on this 
point. At least I would have 
shown true love to my fellow 
humans and the blood of many 
condemned will not be in my 
hands.
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Over 700 Bazani Primary learners benefit 
from textbook donation
DELMAS – More than 700 learners at 
Bazani Primary School in Botleng are set 
to benefit from a textbook donation by 
the Mkhwebane Foundation aimed at 
improving access to learning resources.
The school,  a Quintile 3 no-fee 
institution within the Victor Khanye 
Local Municipality, serves a community 
facing socio-economic challenges.
The donat ion forms part  of  the 
founda t ion ' s  educa t ion  suppor t 
programme, which provides learning 
resources to under-resourced schools 
across Mpumalanga.
The textbooks cover subjects including 
Mathematics, English, Technology and 
Natural Sciences for learners from Grade 
R to Grade 7.
The initiative is expected to benefit 
between 700 and 810 learners and aims 
to ensure that all pupils have access to 
curriculum-aligned learning materials.
According to the foundation, schools are 
selected based on need, shortages of 
educational resources, their location in 
disadvantaged communities and their 
potential to improve learner outcomes.
Advocate Busisiwe Mkhwebane said the 

donation forms part of a broader 
effort to support learners in 
h i s tor ica l ly  d i sadvantaged 
communities.
“Education remains one of the 
most powerful tools for breaking 
the cycle of poverty. Through this 
textbook donation programme, 
we aim to equip learners with the 
resources they need to succeed 
a c a d e m i c a l l y  a n d  u n l o c k 
opportunities for a better future. 
Our commitment goes beyond 
textbooks; we seek to restore 
dignity, hope and opportunity in 
communities that continue to face 
socio-economic challenges,” she 
sa id .  Mkhwebane  sa id  the 
f o u n d a t i o n  a l s o  s u p p o r t s 
initiatives aimed at addressing 
barriers that affect learning and 
school attendance.
The organisation has previously 
d i s t r i b u t e d  s c h o o l  s h o e s , 
uniforms and sanitary pads to 
learners in Thembisile Hani, 
Emalahleni and Bushbuckridge. It 
a lso faci l i ta tes  mentorship 
programmes involving teachers, 
lawyers, business professionals 

RODNEY HLATSHWAYO and community leaders. Future plans 
include expanding mentorship 
initiatives, introducing digital 
learning resources and assisting with 
infrastructure projects such as 
classroom upgrades and library 
development.  Bazani Primary 
School SGB chairperson Linah 
Margaret welcomed the donation and 
thanked the foundation for its 
support. “On behalf of the School 
Governing Body, staff and the entire 
school community, we would like to 
express our sincere gratitude to the 

Mkhwebane Foundation for the 
generous donation of textbooks. 
These resources are relevant to our 
c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  w i l l  m a k e  a 
m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o 
improving teaching and learning at 
Bazani Primary School.
Your support is greatly appreciated 
and will have a lasting positive impact 
on our learners' academic success. 
uZimu akwandisele lapho uthethe 
khona,” said Margaret.
The  dona t ion  i s  expec ted  to 
strengthen teaching and learning at 
the school by providing learners with 
additional curriculum resources.

Esther Mahlangu
082 050 6407

DELMAS – Children at Explorare 
Deum Homeschool Learning Space 
in Delmas marked National Child 
Protection Week with lessons on 
safety, community helpers and the 
role of emergency service personnel 
in protecting children.
National Child Protection Week was 
observed from 29 May to 05 June 
2026 under the theme "Working 
Together in Ending Violence 
Against Children."
Explorare Deum, a homeschool 
learning space that  supports 
Foundation Phase homeschooling 
families through a structured 
learning environment with tutor 
s u p p o r t ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n , 
friendship-building and enrichment 
activit ies,  hosted a series of 
interactive activities aimed at 
teaching learners about child safety 
in an age-appropriate manner.
The learning space welcomed 
members of SAPS Delmas, who 
taught children about police work 
and public safety. Learners were 
introduced to the responsibilities of 
police officers and given a hands-on 
opportunity to explore equipment 
used by law enforcement.
Highlights of the visit included 
children trying on a 12kg bulletproof 
vest, examining handcuffs, learning 
about fingerprint identification and 
understanding how to identify a 
police officer. The children also sat 
i n s ide  a  po l i ce  veh i c l e  and 
experienced its sirens. SAPS Delmas 
provided each child with a gift 
packet following the visit.
Representatives from Maximum 
Security also visited the learning 
s p a c e  t o  s h a r e  c h i l d  s a f e t y 
information. Children were taught 
practical safety measures, including 
avoid ing  conversa t ions  wi th 
strangers, refusing sweets or gifts 
from strangers and protecting their 

personal information.
The security representatives also 
explained what children should do 
during emergencies and encouraged 
them to seek assistance from trusted 
adults when they feel unsafe. Learners 
received lucky packets from the 
security company as part of the visit.
Throughout the week, children 
participated in arts and crafts, 
educational discussions, dress-up 
sessions, and learned rhymes and 
songs related to emergency services. 
The activities reinforced safety 
messages while making learning 
enjoyable.
Founder of Explorare Deum, Tjar-Lize 
Klopper, said Child Protection Week 
provided an opportunity to equip 
chi ldren wi th  pract ical  safe ty 
knowledge from an early age.
"Our goal was to help children 
understand that there are people in our 
community whose job it is to protect 
and help them. By meeting police 
officers and security professionals in a 
friendly and interactive environment, 
the children were able to learn 
important safety lessons while 
building confidence and trust in those 
who serve our community," said 
Klopper.
She added that safety education is 
most effective when presented in a 
way children can understand and 
enjoy.
"Children learn best through hands-on 
experiences, play and meaningful 
interactions. We wanted them to leave 
the week not only with happy 
memories, but also with practical 
knowledge that could help keep them 
safe in everyday situations," she said.
Klopper said the week highlighted the 
importance of collaboration between 
families, community organisations, 
law enforcement and security services 
in creating safe environments where 
children can learn and thrive.

Explorare Deum marks Child 
Protection Week with safety
lessons for learners

RODNEY HLATSHWAYO Mulawu Mathye
072 452 9700

Learners from Explorare Deum Homeschool Learning 
Space with members of SAPS Delmas during 
Child Protection Week.
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KWAMHLANGA – The Mpumalanga 
province and the nation at large, 
particularly the AmaNdebele Nation, are 
in mourning following the passing of 
His Majesty Makhosonke II, who passed 
away at the age of 65 on 09 June 2026 at 
his home in KwaNdebele, Vaalbank, 
under the Thembisile Hani Local 
Municipality in Mpumalanga.
King Makhosonke II, born Enock 
Makhosonke Mabhena, was the reigning 
traditional leader of amaNdebele 
akwaManala and served on the throne 
for 40 years.
The Royal Family said the cause of 
death is believed to be natural.
“We are truly saddened by the passing of 
His Majesty King Enock Makhosonke 
II. We do not yet know the exact cause of 

his death. We were with him 
throughout the day, and he left his 
office around 5pm as usual. 
Nothing appeared to be wrong and 
there were no signs of illness. 
While the exact cause has not yet 
been confirmed, as a family we 
believe that the King passed away 
peacefully in his sleep,” said 
Royal Family spokesperson 
Mbulawa Mabhena.
King Makhosonke II served as the 
first chairperson of the National 
Kings and Queens Forum. He also 
chaired the African Rainbow 
Minerals (ARM) Northern Cape 
a n d  M p u m a l a n g a  R u r a l 
Upliftment Trust.
President Cyril  Ramaphosa 
expressed sadness at the passing 

Mpumalanga, the nation mourn the passing 
of King Makhosonke II

of the King, describing him as a 
pillar of national unity and a 
champion of development.
The President has also declared that 
the late King Makhosonke II will be 
honoured with a Special Official 
Funeral Category 1, with military 
honours, on Sunday, 14 June 2026, at 
Solomon Mahlangu Stadium in 
KwaMhlanga. The National Flag 
will be flown at half-mast from 13 
June until the evening of 14 June 
2026 .  P re s iden t  Ramaphosa 
reiterated his deep condolences to 
the Royal Household, Her Majesty 
Queen Sekhothali, the AmaNdebele 
Nation and the Basotho Nation from 
whom Her Majesty is descended, as 
they prepare to bid a final farewell to 
the King.
Mpumalanga Premier Mandla 
Ndlovu expressed sadness at the 
passing of the King, describing him 
as a  leader passionate about 
education, culture and community 
development.
“He was passionate about education 
and cultural preservation and 
dedicated his life to uplifting 
communities,” said Ndlovu.
The Speaker of the Mpumalanga 
P r o v i n c i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e , 
Makhosazane Masilela, conveyed 
condolences to the Royal Family and 
the AmaNdebele Nation, describing 

EMMANUEL N. MTHIMUNYE

King Makhosonke II as a respected 
custodian of culture whose leadership 
promoted unity, cultural pride and 
development across Mpumalanga 
and South Africa.
COGHSTA MEC Speedy Mashilo 
also extended condolences to the 
A m a N d e b e l e  R o y a l  F a m i l y, 
describing the King as a custodian of 
culture who served his people with 
dignity and wisdom.
“We are still shocked by the passing 
of King Makhosonke II. We believe 
this is God's will. We will carry on his 
legacy. May his soul rest in peace,” 
said community member Dumisani 
Velephi Masango.
King Makhosonke II reigned for 40 
years and was widely known for 
promoting education,  cultural 
preservation, land restitution and 
community development.

T h e  M p u m a l a n g a  P r o v i n c i a l 
Legislature described his passing as 
the end of an era, saying his wisdom, 
h u m i l i t y  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment to the wellbeing of his 
people earned him respect across all 
sectors of society. “On behalf of the 
Legislature and the people of 
Mpumalanga, I wish to convey our 
heartfelt condolences to Her Majesty 
Queen Sekhothali Mabhena, the 
Royal Family, the AmaNdebele 
Traditional Council, the AmaNdebele 
Nation and all those whose lives were 
touched by the leadership and service 
of His Majesty,” said Masilela.
The Royal Family has requested 
privacy during the mourning period. 
King  Makhosonke  I I  wi l l  be 
remembered for his leadership, 
wisdom and contribution to the 
AmaNdebele Kingdom.

.....

EMBALENHLE – Delegates at the 
2026 Mpumalanga Youth Parliament 
have challenged government to move 
beyond the 30% procurement and 
employment target for youth, arguing 
that it is not enough to address 
unemployment  and  economic 
exclusion.
Speaking during a discussion session 
at the Sasol Recreational Centre on 09 
June 2026, youth delegate Junior 
Magagula said the 30% target should 
be treated as a minimum requirement 
rather than the ultimate goal.
“30% is not the bar, it's the minimum 
standard. You can even give 50% to 
young people and it's still okay,” said 
Magagula.
He argued that despite years of 
c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  y o u t h 
empowerment, many young people 
remain unemployed and excluded 
from economic opportunities.
“Those things of 30% have been there 
for the longest time, but still the 
problem keeps on progressing,” he 
said.
The call came as Members of the 
Executive Council (MECs) and senior 
government officials outlined youth 
development programmes during the 
Youth Parliament hosted by the 
Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature.
Acting Speaker Sam Masango said 
today's generation must continue the 
struggle for economic freedom.
“Half a century since the youth of 
1976 declared that enough is enough, 
today's young people must continue 
the s t ruggle ,  now focused on 
economic liberation,” he said.
Government departments outlined 
several programmes aimed at youth 
development through employment, 
s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
entrepreneurship. In attendance was 
the Deputy Minister in the Presidency, 
Nonceba Mhlauli, who delivered the 
keynote address. She shared progress 
made through the Youth Employment 
Serv ice  (YES)  programme,  a 
business-led initiative that helps 
unemployed youth gain meaningful 
work experience. She also called on 
the youth in attendance to utilise the 
data-free SAYouth.mobi platform to 
access government opportunities.
The Department of Health committed 
to strengthening youth participation 
in healthcare services and expanding 
HIV prevention programmes, while 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c i a l 
Development pledged continued 
support for youth care centres and 
s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  p r e v e n t i o n 
initiatives.

Youth Parliament calls for more 
than 30% youth allocation

The Department of Agriculture 
said 63 of the 110 smallholder 
farmers targeted for support 
during the current financial year 
would be young people.
“Out of the 110 smallholder 
farmers that will be supported, 63 
will be young people,” said MEC 
Khethiwe Moeketsi.
The Department of Economic 
Development highlighted funding 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Mpumalanga Tourism Youth 
Fund, while the Department of 
P u b l i c  Wo r k s ,  R o a d s  a n d 
Transport announced plans to 
c r e a t e  m o r e  t h a n  3 8 , 0 0 0 
E x p a n d e d  P u b l i c  Wo r k s 
Programme opportunities.
Youth delegates also raised 
concerns about healthcare access 
at TVET colleges. Democratic 
Alliance Youth PEC member 
Thembisile Siyabutswa called for 
co l l abora t ion  be tween  the 
Departments of Health and 
Higher Education to provide 
clinics and emergency services at 
TVET campuses.
“We need the Department of 
Health and the Department of 
Higher Education to literally put 
clinics and emergency services in 
TVET colleges because it looks 
like we are neglecting TVET 
students,” she said.
The call for government to move 
beyond the 30% benchmark 
emerged as one of the strongest 
m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  Yo u t h 
Parl iament ,  with delegates 
arguing that greater investment in 
young people is needed to tackle 
unemployment  and expand 
economic participation across the 
province.

ESTHER MAHLANGU

His Majesty King Enock Makhosonke II Mabhena, the reigning traditional leader 
of amaNdebele akwaManala, who served his nation on the throne for 40 years.

Deputy Minister in the Presidency, 
Nonceba Mhlauli
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attract investment, industrial 
development and job creation.

Ÿ  R 2 . 3  m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e 
Mpumalanga Stainless Steel 
Initiative.

Ÿ  R743,000 for Furntech.
Ÿ  R21 million for the Mpumalanga 

Green Cluster Agency to support 
renewable energy and green 
economy projects.

P r o g r a m m e  4 :  B u s i n e s s 
Regulation and Governance – 
R165 million
Of this amount, R136.7 million will 
be transferred to the Mpumalanga 
Economic Regulator (MER).
According to Sidell, MER generated 
approximately R2 billion in revenue 
during the previous financial year, 
compared to R1.5 billion the year 
before. The regulator also conducted 
more than 6,800 inspections at liquor 
outlets and acted against illegal 
gambling operations.
Sidell warned that proposed national 
taxes on online gambling could 
negatively affect provincial revenue 
streams.
She said the proposal could remove 
up to 42.5% of gambling income 
be fo re  ope ra t iona l  cos t s  a re 
deducted, reducing funding available 
for local development initiatives.
Programme 5: Economic Planning 
– R25.5 million
The allocation will be used to review 
and update the province's economic 
growth and trade development plans.

Focus on green energy and industrial 
growth
The department plans to host a 
Mpumalanga Energy Investment 
Roundtable aimed at attracting 
additional investment into solar, wind 
and other renewable energy projects.
The initiative forms part of broader 
efforts to diversify the provincial 
economy and support job creation 
within the renewable energy sector.
Agriculture, mining, manufacturing, 

tourism and the green economy 
remain the province's key economic 
sectors.
The department is also reviewing its 
economic  g rowth  s t r a tegy  to 
strengthen industrial development 
and boost exports.
“To the people of Mpumalanga, 'The 
Place of the Rising Sun,' the sun is 
rising once more,” Sidell said.
“ We  a r e  r e b u i l d i n g .  We  a r e 
recovering. We are opening the doors 
of the economy for everyone.”

MBOMBELA – The Mpumalanga 
government has allocated R1.4 billion to 
economic development and tourism in 
the 2026/27 financial year, with major 
investments planned for tourism 
recovery, business development, 
industrial growth and renewable energy 
projects.
Economic Development and Tourism 
M E C  J e s t a  S i d e l l  t a b l e d  t h e 
department's R1,406,635,000 budget for 
the 2026/27 financial year in the 
Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature on 
11 June 2026.
She described the budget as a roadmap to 
transform the economy and ensure 
growth benefits communities across 
Mpumalanga.
“This is not just about hope,” Sidell told 
the House. “Every rand has been 
planned for job creation, fixing our 
economy, and making sure no area is left 
behind.”
Tourism receives biggest share
Tourism received the largest allocation 
of the budget, amounting to R574.9 
million.
Most of that funding — R563.5 million 
—  w i l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA). The agency will use the funds 
to rehabilitate nature reserves and 
tourism facilities damaged by floods, 
whi le  a l so  to  rev i ta l i se  age ing 
infrastructure and introduce new 
tourism products to increase visitor 

R1.4bn budget targets jobs, tourism recovery 
and green energy in Mpumalanga

numbers.
Sidell said tourism remains the 
p r o v i n c e ' s  " g o l d e n  e g g " . 
Mpumalanga is currently ranked 
second in South Africa for 
international tourist arrivals, and 
the department aims to maintain 
that position.
A total of R981.8 million will be 
transferred to the department's 
entities and agencies.
Budget allocations
Programme 1: Administration – 
R146.9 million
T h i s  a l l o c a t i o n  w i l l  f u n d 
p e r s o n n e l ,  o p e r a t i o n a l 
requirements and administrative 
f u n c t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e 
department operates effectively.
Programme 2: Integrated 
Economic  Development  – 
R358.5 million
Of this amount, R281.5 million 
wi l l  be  t r ans fe r red  to  the 
Mpumalanga Economic Growth 
Agency (MEGA) to support 
bus iness  deve lopment  and 
economic growth.
An additional R3.1 million has 
been allocated to the Mpumalanga 
Tourism Youth Fund to support 
youth participation in the tourism 
sector.
Programme 3: Trade and Sector 
Development – R135.5 million
This includes:
Ÿ  R80 million for the Nkomazi 

Special Economic Zone to 

LUCAS SHONGWE

Economic Development and Tourism MEC Jesta Sidell with the Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) team during a walkabout of exhibition stalls 
ahead of delivering her budget speech.
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Mpumalanga if contracts were 
awarded unfairly rather than on 
merit.
By s t rengthening controls  in 
p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t 
management, the province aims to 
create a fairer environment for youth, 
women and small businesses to 
participate in the economy.
“To the people of Mpumalanga, your 
government belongs to you,” Ndlovu 
said. “We will guard it, we will clean 
it, and we will make it work for you.”
Ndlovu requested the House to 
approve a budget of R505,959,000 
for the 2026/27 financial year.
The budget is allocated as follows:
Programme 1: Administration 
receives R197,190,000 to support the 
operations of the Office of the 
Premier.
Programme 2:  Inst i tut ional 
D e v e l o p m e n t  S u p p o r t  a n d 
Integrity Management receives 
R241,591,000, the largest allocation, 
to strengthen governance, risk 
management and the fight against 
fraud and corruption.
Programme 3: Policy, Research, 
Performance Monitoring and 
Evaluation is allocated R67,178,000 
to drive planning, research and 
performance oversight across the 
provincial government.

Premier Ndlovu: “No safe haven for 
corruption” in Mpumalanga

LUCAS SHONGWE

EMALAHLENI – The Government 
Communication and Information 
System (GCIS) conducted a campus 
act ivat ion a t  Nkangala  TVET 
College's Witbank Campus on 10 
June 2026 to encourage active 
c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c 
participation among young people.

GCIS empowers Nkangala TVET students 
to exercise their democratic rights

The activation formed part of the 
national commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the 1976 
Youth Uprising. Through the 
initiative, GCIS sought to honour 
the legacy of the youth of 1976 by 
empowering today's generation 
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
opportunities to participate 
meaningfully in South Africa's 

MBOMBELA – Premier Mandla 
Ndlovu has pledged tougher action 
against fraud and corruption, saying 
there will be “no safe haven for 
corruption” as the Office of the Premier 
(OTP) prepares to implement a R505.9 
million budget for the 2026/27 financial 
year.
Delivering the Vote 1 Policy and Budget 
Speech in the Mpumalanga Provincial 
Legislature on Thursday, 11 June 2026, 
Ndlovu said public trust depends on 
clean governance.
He said the OTP would lead by example 
and ensure provincial departments and 
entities spend public funds responsibly.
The Premier promised stronger internal 
controls and risk management across 
government. This includes regular 
a u d i t s ,  c l o s e r  m o n i t o r i n g  o f 
procurement processes and stricter 
penalties for officials and suppliers who 
break the rules. “Prevention comes 
first,” Ndlovu stressed, adding that 
departments would receive support to 
close loopholes before public funds are 
lost. He also committed to working 
closely with law enforcement agencies 
such as the Hawks, Special Investigating 
Unit (SIU) and National Prosecuting 
Authority (NPA).

“Where invest igat ions find 
wrongdoing, the Office of the 
Premier will ensure cases are 
followed through and that officials 
found guilty face disciplinary 
action. There will be no safe haven 
for corruption,” he said.
Ndlovu highlighted plans to 
s t r e n g t h e n  w h i s t l e b l o w e r 
protection, saying the OTP would 
improve channels for public 
servants and citizens to report 
f r a u d  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f 
victimisation. He added that 
reports would be investigated 
promptly, with feedback provided 
where possible.
He linked corruption directly to 
service delivery.
“Every rand lost to fraud is a rand 
that can't go to jobs, clinics, 
s c h o o l s  o r  fi x i n g  t o u r i s m 
infrastructure,” he said.
To strengthen accountability, the 
OTP will publish regular updates 
on disciplinary cases and funds 
recovered, enabling the public to 
track progress.
The Premier also linked anti-
corruption efforts to the province's 
economic growth agenda.
He said investors and businesses 
would be reluctant to invest in 

NODICAH FUNDAMA
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GIVE YOU A PACKAGE WITH TRACEABLE RETURNS 

081 303 7023
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democracy.
The programme featured the 
Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC), which engaged students on 
the importance of voting and 
pa r t i c ipa t ing  in  democra t i c 
processes. The IEC also provided 
on-site voter registration services, 
allowing eligible students to 
register, verify their registration 
status and update their details.
GCIS representative Patricia 
Matsila said the activation formed 
part of efforts to empower young 
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  a c c e s s  t o 
information and encourage them to 
exercise their democratic rights.
“As we commemorate 50 years 
since the 1976 Youth Uprising, it is 

important to empower the youth of 
today with information that enables 
them to participate meaningfully in 
democracy,” said Matsila.
“We invited the IEC to guide students 
through the voter registration 
process, assist those who are not yet 
registered and help them identify 
their voting stations. Through 
initiatives like these, we are ensuring 
that young people understand the 
importance of their voice and their 
role in shaping the future of the 
country.”
Students welcomed the initiative, 
saying it highlighted the importance 
of civic responsibility and active 
citizenship.
Nkangala TVET College N6 student 

R u t h  N x u m a l o  e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation for the programme and 
its focus on youth empowerment.
“We thank GCIS for visiting our 
campus during Youth Month to 
educate and encourage us to 
participate in the upcoming local 
government elections,” she said.
“ A s  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  w e  a r e 
sometimes reluctant to get involved 
in matters that affect our future. This 
programme has shown us the 
importance of voting and making 
our voices heard. It is a valuable 
opportunity for us to become active 
participants in our democracy.”

Premier Mandla Ndlovu pledges tougher audits, strengthened whistleblower 
protection and “no safe haven for corruption” as the Office of the Premier 
commits to advancing clean governance in Mpumalanga through its 
2026/27 budget.
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Umazisi mtlolo oqakathekileko 
o p h e t h e  i m i n i n i n g w a n a 
y o k u b e l e t h w a  k o m u n t u . 

Umazisi  wabantwana owathoma 
ukukhutjhwa ngomnyaka we-2013 
umumethe imininingwana ababelethi 
bobabili (umma nobaba) efaka hlangana 
amagamabo , amalangabo wkubelethwa 
nobuzwe babo.
Abantwana babelethelwa eemtholapilo 
namkha eembhedlela bese umma 
unikelwa ubifakazi bokubeletha, 
pheqelezi i-proof of birth. Ngemva 
kwalokho umntwana nombelethi 
bathathwa imino, Kufuneka nomazisi 
wombelethi loyo.
Ukutlolisela abantwana abomazisi 
Kuqakatheki le  ngombana lokho 
k u r h e l e b h a  u m b u s o  n g e n a n i 
elinqopholeko labantu abakhona 
eSewula Afrika, ukwenzelana bona 
umbuso uhlele ngekusasa lenarha, 
uhlele iinsiza zezepilo, iindingo 
zezefundo  nokhunye  okunengi . 

A b o m a z i s i  b a q i n i s e k i s a  u k u v i k e l a 
amalingelo wabantwana.  Abantwana 
kufanele baziwe, kwaziwe nobuzwe babo, 
bavikelwe ekwetjiweni nekucatjhazweni. 
Abantwana nabanabomazisi bakghona 
ukuthola imigomo eemtholapilo evikela 
amalwele ngokuhlukana kwawo.

Abantwana nabanganabomazi abakghoni 
ukuthola ekubafaneleko njengesibonelelo 
seemali esivela ebusweni. Kanti-ke nokudla 
okulethwa eenkolweni kulethwa, kumedwe 
ngesibalo sabantwana abanabomazisi 
esikolweneso ngombana irherho leskolo 
libala abantwana laba abalethe abomazisi 
k'phela esikolweni. Ngikho uthola ukudla 
esikolweni kutlhayela ngaphambi kobana 
iinkolo zivalwa nje. Abantwana nangabe 
balitjhumi esikolweni kodwana abahlanu 
abanabomazisi, umbuso uletha ukudla 
wabantwana abahlanu k'phela, lokho kuba 
nomthelela  omumbi ekukhamboseni 
nokuhlela ngemali yombuso.

Umbuso nabadlalindima kufanele babeke 
phambili imizamo yokuqinisekisa bonyana 
ukuba abomazisi kukhamba phambili ukuze 
w o k e  u m u n t u  w e n a r h e n i  a z u z e 
okumfaneleko.

Umtloli. Sibongile Precious Skosana
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NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A WATER USE LICENSE IN TERMS OF 
THE NATIONAL WATER ACT NO. 36 OF 1998  

 
Daybreak Foods Delmas Abattoir is an existing poultry abattoir which slaughters, processes, and packages poultry products. 
The site is situated in the town of Delmas, within the Victor Khanye Local Municipality and the Nkangala District Municipality 
under the Mpumalanga Provincial Government. The site is applying for a water use license for water use activities currently 
undertaken on the site. This advertisement serves as a notice of the Public Participation Process to be undertaken regarding 
the water use license application. 
 
Location of the activities:  
Portion 21 of Geluk 234/IR, Victor Khanye Local Municipality, Nkangala District Municipality, Mpumalanga Province 
 
Nature of proposed activity, applicable legislation, and listed activity applied for: 
The following water uses will be applied for: 
Section 21(a): 
· Abstraction of water from a groundwater source 

Section 21(b): 
· Storage of water 

Section 21(e): 
· Engaging in a controlled activity 

Section 21(g): 
· Storing or disposing of waste 

Section 21(c): 
· Within 500 m of a wetland 

Section 21(i): 
· Within 500 m of a wetland 

 
Competent authority and relevant reference number: 
Department of Water and Sanitation: Olifants Water Management Area 
Reference number: Yet to be allocated 
 
Additional information 
Letters are sent to all I&APs and stakeholders on the 5th of June 2026. A site notice will be placed at the site on the  
5th of June 2026. 
 
Register as an interested and affected party (I&AP): 
To register as an I&AP of this project, to obtain more information, or submit comments, please request a Registration Form from 
BECS and return it to the details provided below, on or before the 12th of August 2026. 
 
Contact details for more information:  
To obtain additional information, please contact the EAP at the details provided below.  
BECS Services (Pty) Ltd,  
Hussain Kaka:072 605 5294 eap1@becsenv.co.za 
 
Salome Beeslaar (Responsible EAP)  
(EAPASA Reg. No. 2020/846)  
Cell: 072 191 6074, salome@becsenv.co.za 

Ukuqakatheka  
kokwenzela abantwana 
abomazisi
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seeks consistent enforcement of 
South African laws.
Traditional leaders expressed support 
for the march, calling for peaceful 
engagement  and  coopera t ion 
b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 
government.
Organisers said authorities have until 
Monday to show visible progress in 
addressing the concerns raised.
“The memorandums have been 
received and acknowledged. We now 
expect action from authorities,” said 
Sepenyane.
He said further mobilisation would 
follow if no progress is made.
“This is not the end of the campaign. 
We  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  e n g a g i n g 
authorities to ensure that concerns are 
addressed within the law.”

DELMAS – Hundreds of residents 
marched through Delmas on Thursday, 
1 2  J u n e  2 0 2 6 ,  i n  a  p e a c e f u l 
demonstration led by the March and 
March movement, calling for stricter 
l aw  en fo rcemen t ,  immigra t ion 
compl i ance ,  mun ic ipa l  by - l aw 
enforcement and improved public 
safety.
The march began at the N12 in 
Emabhodini before proceeding through 
parts of Delmas, drawing additional 
supporters along the route. Some shops 
in the town centre temporarily closed as 
the procession passed.
T h e  m a r c h  r e m a i n e d  p e a c e f u l 
throughout the day and was attended by 
t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  a s  w e l l  a s 
representatives of the movement's 
national structures.
Speaking to Highveld Chronicle, 
convenor Dikgetse “Slash” Sepenyane 
said the march was aimed at pressuring 
government to respond to concerns 
about  law enforcement ,  c r ime, 
immigration compliance and economic 
conditions in the town.
“Today the people of Delmas have 
spoken with one voice. This march is 
about accountability and ensuring that 
government institutions fulfil their 
responsibilities,” said Sepenyane.
The first stop was the Delmas Police 
Station, where memorandums were 
handed  ove r  t o  SAPS  and  the 
Department of Home Affairs.

The memorandum was received 
by Acting Station Commander 
Colonel Victor Dibakwane and 
Home Affairs office manager 
Marlene Ngema.
The march later proceeded to the 
V i c t o r  K h a n y e  L o c a l 
Municipality, where a third 
memorandum was submitted to 
Executive Mayor Vusi Buda.
The  memorandum out l ines 
concerns including immigration 
compliance, municipal by-law 
enforcement, alleged illegal 
trading, crime-related activity, 
electricity theft and public safety 
issues.
It states that the initiative is not 
motivated by xenophobia, but 

Hundreds take to the streets of Delmas 
demanding action from authorities

RODNEY HLATSHWAYO

for safety reasons. It further found 
that even strict bail conditions would 
not adequately address concerns 
r e l a t i ng  t o  pos s ib l e  w i tne s s 
intimidation.
The court also took into account the 
reaction of the community. Although 
the alleged offence occurred in 2023, 
it noted that public anger remains 
significant. Evidence presented 
during the proceedings indicated that 
one of the accused's homes was 
allegedly set alight following 
community outrage over the incident.
After considering all the evidence, 
the court ruled that the accused had 
failed to satisfy the requirements for 
bail and ordered that both remain in 
custody.
The matter was postponed to 29 June 
2026 pending a decision by the Office 
of the Senior Public Prosecutor on 
whether the case will proceed in the 
Regional Court or be transferred to 
the High Court.
Speaking to Highveld Chronicle 
after the ruling, Siphiwe Sithole, the 
mother of the deceased, welcomed 
the court's decision.
"I am happy with the court's decision. 
It gives me hope that we will finally 
get justice for my child," she said.
The case continues to attract public 
attention as the community awaits the 
next stage of the prosecution.

DELMAS – The Delmas Magistrate's 
Court has denied bail to Samuel 
Mthokozisi Mabethe and Xolani "Boy" 
Masuku, who are facing charges of 
murder, imputing witchcraft and 
defeating the ends of justice in 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f 
Sibongiseni Sithole.
The two accused were arrested in May 
2026 following a police investigation 
into Sithole's death and made their first 
appearance in the Delmas Magistrate's 
Court shortly thereafter. The matter was 
postponed to  a l low for  fur ther 
investigations and a formal bail 
application.
According to the State, Sithole was 
al legedly accused of practising 
witchcraft before he was killed. 
Prosecutors further allege that actions 
following the incident led to an 
additional charge of defeating the ends 
of justice. Sithole was allegedly stabbed 
at the suspects' residence in RDP 
Extension 3 on 12 June 2023. His body 
was reportedly dumped a few metres 
from the house and discovered by a 
passer-by the following morning.
During the bail proceedings, the State 
opposed the release of both accused, 
arguing that the seriousness of the 
charges and the interests of justice 
justified their continued detention.
In delivering judgment, the court found 
tha t  the  accused  had  fa i led  to 
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l 
circumstances required under Schedule 
6 of the Criminal Procedure Act to 
qualify for bail.
The court emphasised the gravity of the 
allegations, noting that the matter 
involved the loss of human life. 
Evidence presented during the bail 
hearing indicated that Sithole was 
allegedly strangled, stabbed twice and 
had a cross carved onto his forehead 
before his death.
Describing the alleged killing as 
particularly gruesome, the court noted 
that the level of violence had shocked 
members of the community.
In support of his bail application, 

Mabethe told the court that he 
suffers from health complications 
affecting his legs and feet and 
feared losing his employment if 
bail was refused. Masuku told the 
court that he is responsible for 
supporting his minor children 
financially and that continued 
detention would affect his ability 
to provide for them.
However, the court ruled that these 
factors constituted ordinary 
p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
c o m m o n l y  r a i s e d  i n  b a i l 
applications and did not amount to 
the exceptional circumstances 
required by law.
The magistrate further considered 
whether the release of the accused 
would be in the interests of justice. 
Although neither accused has 
previous convictions or pending 
criminal cases, the court found 
that concerns regarding witness 
safety, community tensions and 
p u b l i c  c o n fi d e n c e  i n  t h e 
administration of justice weighed 
against their release.
Evidence  before  the  cour t 
indicated that witnesses in the 
matter remain fearful and require 
protection. The court noted that 
both the prosecution and defence 
agreed that witness identities 
should not be publicly disclosed 

Two accused remain in custody after 
bail refusal

RODNEY HLATSHWAYO .....

MIDDELBURG – A residents' group 
has  accused SAPS officers  of 
misconduct during a joint operation in 
the Middelburg CBD, alleging that 
police failed to act on suspected 
criminal activity and that an activist 
was assaulted while in custody.
The allegations stem from a March-
To-March operation conducted on 09 
June 2026, during which activists 
claim they discovered drugs, cash, 
laptops and a suspected identity 
document printer inside a flat in the 
Middelburg CBD.
In a statement issued on Thursday, the 
A c t i n g  R e s i d e n t s  o f  G r e a t e r 
Middelburg alleged that the occupants 
of the flat requested the presence of 
the Acting Station Commander and 
another senior SAPS officer before 
opening the door.
“Upon entry, the senior officer 
unilaterally declared the premises 
'clear',” the group stated.
The group alleges that activists later 
discovered the items inside the flat 
and questioned why they had not 
initially been identified.
A confrontation later occurred 
between March-To-March member 
Nkazimulo Mabena and a SAPS 
colonel. Mabena was subsequently 
arrested and charged with assault.
The group further alleges that Mabena 
was assaulted while in police custody.
“We have credible evidence he was 
subjected to brutal physical assault 
while in custody,” the statement reads.

Residents accuse SAPS 
officers of misconduct during 
Middelburg raid

Mabena appeared in court on 
Wednesday with visible injuries to 
his head and eye before being 
released on R5,000 bail.
“We organised March-To-March 
to build a safer community,” the 
residents declared.
“Instead, we were met with 
obstruction, suspected collusion 
with criminal elements and 
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  o u r  o w n 
members. We will not be silenced 
b y  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o r  p o l i c e 
brutality.”
The group said formal complaints 
had been submitted to the Acting 
P rov inc i a l  Commis s ione r, 
District  Commissioner,  the 
Independent Police Investigative 
Directorate (IPID), the MEC for 
Community Safety and the South 
A f r i c a n  H u m a n  R i g h t s 
Commission (SAHRC).
T h e  g r o u p  i s  c a l l i n g  f o r 
investigations into the conduct of 
the officers involved.
“We call upon the community to 
remain vigilant and peaceful as we 
pursue justice,” the group vowed.
“Those tasked with protecting our 
citizens must be held to the 
highest standards of the law.”
Mabena's assault case will return 
to the Middelburg Magistrate's 
Court on 26 June 2026.
When approached for comment, 
SAPS said the matter had been 
h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  I P I D  f o r 
investigation.

LUCAS SHONGWE

Nkazimulo Mabena, who alleges he 
was assaulted while in police custody, 
was released on bail the following day.

Accused number one, Samuel Mthokozisi Mabethe (right), and accused number two,
 Xolani "Boy" Masuku (left), appeared in the Delmas Magistrate's Court, where their bail 
application was denied.                                    Photo: Rodney Hlatshwayo
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Bafana Bafana urged to regroup ahead of crucial 
World Cup fixtures
SOUTH AFRICA - South Africans have 
been urged to continue rallying behind 
Bafana Bafana despite a disappointing 
start to their 2026 FIFA World Cup 
campaign following their opening match 
against Mexico.
The national team struggled to find 
rhythm for large periods of the match, 
with costly mistakes and defensive 
lapses proving expensive against a 
disciplined Mexican side. Bafana Bafana 
lost 2 nil while also receiving two red 
cards. Poor decision-making in key 
moments, misplaced passes and missed 
opportunities in front of goal left many 
supporters frustrated as Bafana Bafana 
failed to produce the performance many 
had hoped for.
While the result was disappointing, 
football analysts believe the team still 
has an opportunity to recover and make a 
strong statement in their remaining 
group matches.
The focus now shifts to South Africa's 
upcoming fixtures against Czechia on 18 
June and South Korea on 25 June. Both 
matches will be crucial if Bafana Bafana 
are to keep their hopes of progressing to 
the next round alive.
Supporters across the country have been 
encouraged to stand firmly behind the 
national team as they prepare for the next 
challenge. Government and sporting 
bodies have launched campaigns calling 
on South Africans to unite behind Bafana 
Bafana and use the World Cup as an 
opportunity to promote nation-building, 
unity and social cohesion.
Fans have also been encouraged to 
participate in the #BafanaFridays 
campaign by wearing official Bafana 
Bafana jerseys, replica shirts and 
national colours every Friday throughout 
the tournament.
The campaign aims to demonstrate 
visible support for the team and remind 
players that millions of South Africans 
continue to believe in them despite a 
difficult start. As Bafana Bafana return to 
training and prepare for their next 

assignment, supporters will be hoping the 
coaching staff can address the errors that 
affected the opening match and inspire a 
stronger performance in the remaining group-
stage fixtures.
The nation remains behind the team, with 
many believing that determination, improved 
execution and unity can help Bafana Bafana 
bounce back and keep their World Cup dream 
alive.

YOUR ONE-STOP
SOLUTION FOR DIGITAL
EXCELLENCE
Let us strengthen your digital 
presence and accelerate your 
business/brand growth and impact.

Ready to grow
your business?

Call or WhatsApp
081 410 9337Interactive

Website 
Design

Professional
Corporate 
Branding

Custom
Software
Solutions

Interactive
Website 
Design

OUR 
SERVICES

Promotional
Video Clips

Social Media 
&Online 

Marketing

CONNECT WITH US
FOR A FREE TECH OR

BRANDING GUIDE

UP TO 
30% OFF

FOR MULTIPLE
SOLUTIONS

myabamediatech.com  OR  m-mediatech.co.za

Let us strengthen your digital 
presence and accelerate your 
business/brand growth and impact.

YOUR ONE-STOP
SOLUTION FOR DIGITAL
EXCELLENCE

               MEDIA & TECH               MEDIA & TECH

RODNEY HLATSHWAYO

Nkangala Arts & Music Awards
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Bafana Bafana players 
during South Africa's 2-0 
defeat to Mexico in their 
opening match of the 2026 
FIFA World Cup.
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